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J 3s en Oh 
HOUSE of LORDS, 
The laſt Seſſion, and rhis Selhon of Parliament : 
2 (F830 Wherenrwithappandks/ 7 pr > * : 
Prefent Miſerable State and Condition 
OF THE 


N ATIO N, 


By the Open Violating and Invadine of rhe 


Law and Liberty of the Subject : 


Humbly Preſented to tbe Conſideration of the Lords and Commons in 
Parliament Aſſemb/ed. 


T 3s by all Men an allow'd Principle, "That "tis the Bounden Duty of every Sub- 
jeft by the Laws o: God, Nature, andthe Nation, to contribute all that in him 
lies rowards the Glory of God, and the Service and Preſervation of his Native 
Country, and the greater his Quality or Station is, wherher Spirirual or Tempo- 
ral, fo much the more 1s this Duty Incumbent on him. | 

If this wholſome Principle had been truely and ſincerely practi'd this Rein, then 
might we haveexpected that God would have bleſs'd our Endcavours, and :i;ot tave 
ſuferd us to have eneur'd fo long and tedious a War, and to great EXPCRce 9; Flood 
and Treaſure ; and at laſt to be reduc'd to fuch a Pitch of Muery, as this Nation never 
eroan'd under ; and (which is more deplorable) not caus'd by our Enemies abroad, bur 
our pretended Friends and Patriots ar home; and which 1s worlt of all, the Nation's 
groaping, as 1 Were, 1n the Dark, not {ecing the true Rite and Cauſe of our preſent 
Miſery and apyroaching Ruin. : 

All which will appear by the Violent Opprefſion, Inuffice, and jud:cial Blindne% of 
the preſent ASC. : ; 

| For Brevity's fake I ſhall pats over a great Act o: * Inuſtice done to the Publick by * puyie 

4 the Commiſſioners ot Accounts, 1n the beginning of t'ie Schon of Parhament, holden me in ms 
| in the Year 169". and beginthe Relation of my Proceedings at the Exlubiting my Pe. fue 


__ X SE Re E . | : [tice per: 
tirion to the Yvule of Peers, rhe ſame Seſſion of Parliament, as folowerh, wc. Ss 


ty Marc}, 9.169 . I Preſented to the Hovic of Per:s rhe folowing Petition. 
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R vbe! E431 o5t2ild 


AL Uo Receving of which Letter, my Lord-Keeper (as I was intorm'd) Acted 

with a great dealof Honour ; For mmcdia cly he Reported the trac Nature and Sub4 

| tance of it to the Houſe, Tel! 1ng their Lordſhips withal , That was. the ſevereft 
| Charge that yer he Read ; at the making of which Report, the ſame Lord (who 
| { had Jong app; to before) came out of the Fouſe in great haſte, and ſent one 
of the Door-ke« Pers T9 ME 3N 1 the Painted Chamber, defiring me to ſend him my Pe- 
tition, he having iolt that winch T had given him. betore, which 1 accordingly did, 
and then his Lordſhip returning into the Houſe, ſpake (as 1 was inform? d) to tms cf: 
fett ; That he acknowledg'd he had been very much Teez'd about bringing in this 
Petition; but that when he brought it in the laſt Parliament, it not meeting with that 
[ncouragement, he hop'd and expected n would have had, was the Reaſon why he 
was {5 backwas a in doing 1 it this Seffion, at whiuch ſevera! ot the Lords food wp and 
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(it {vo i en had been ofter'd to tun, they woukd have brought it in; and the 
wh: Wo Houle tad, They were very willingto hear.it, but that the Buſinels tor the 
fy wo Orde'd for the Ex/r-Invs Company; fo my Pctirion not being read that day,l] 
eanduded his Lordfhip would hae caus'd it to be Reid the next Morning); but find- 
wh noting mov'd, and fearing things were all aſleep, I wrote out another Copy, and 
the next morning, <:-. 29th. of J4r4ary, I offer'd it to a] Noble Lord, who told me he 
heard 1 had heen refus'd almolt by Every Body, : {that he would carry it in for mg, 


which his 1 ordihip accordingly did, and mmed rely it was Read, a Copy of which 
15 as tolloweth, 


To the Lords Soni ant / emparal in Paritament Aſſembled. 


[ho Hei» Jf Rybert Crosteild, 
y 5. 
- ; 11 - Pemntioner, the laſt Schfion of Parltament, pre, ented bs hunible F:tition-to 
WE i 10M 4j1Þs ſetting forts ſeveral 7 23: Corrupiiuns in the Government, 4 * Coppy 


11 aniitxd, an1 the [aid Cl OYYMYIIONS and Altſc. 1TYI4QeS hawm? 1.0: been res 


RNS evebs Fu n:fÞ*a, nor the Great Nuntbers of Opprefs Jt had any Re- 


4: ES ther loferres Ircreas'd) Hor the (ara Peti110n thr orohily FE xanmin*d. And jour 

* 1roner $1: ready 20 prove the Aln2t1oms, and Articles cherets by Givod and. Stbſt antaa! 
6 eS a 

EF I1aence | 


Tour Petitioner therefore mojl humbl, prays your Lorajhiy s to order a ſized) Fle 2 ing 
of the ſaia Corruptions ana OUrievanes, before this moit Honourable Houſe 1s 
ſuch manner, as to your Loraſh:ps Wildom ſhall ſcem meet. 


{hall ever Pray, K&c. 


And your Petitioner 


Robert Crosteild. 


x 


Upon reading which Petition the Houſe was pleas'd ro make rhe following order. 


Dis Mercar, [a8. 29. 1695. 


? I: P;,9 rc 401mg the P*:1rton of Robert Cr Osfetel, Praying to be hzxra as to the Corr uptle 


5 the l. ” Seffron of Parliament in his Petition. 


E297 ant Grievances, lard b-jore this Hos! 
It 15 077d br th Ls Spirited! andT miporal mr ' P arllument aſſembiea, thi: the Commiſſoners 
take ana State the publick accorrs of the 


L907 FCA by $ t: #0 di of P art: KREHE Tt þ x:zmine 
ire nk: *y lay before this Houte with al! Convent 024 ſpeed ; An account 1.1 V Yriting what 
$1 re AM” upl4u the ov 24ers of thr. Howie, ſent to hem the laj: f + Fox vo. Par: 


Tr” CEE TO the WI4t!f*7s 1” $14 +0952 1 . 


anent, 172 
14 WITT, Cebeitde 4 P-t2r;o0. 


Math. Johnſon Cr. Parltamentor. 


As toon as thus order was made, i was told by = Member of rhe houte that when the 
Commiſſioners of accounts return'd their Anſwer, and that the wholc matter 1: y fairl; 


betore the houle, thar then their Lord{hips w ould apnoine a Committee to Examit:c it: 
accordingly 1 waited icveral days, and finding no Report from the Comniitf.oners of ac- 
counts, and having good grounds to believe they world never return any, by reaton it 
would diſcover their own Partial and Illez2l practices, 1 theretore ecquaunted a Noble 
Lord therewith, and pray'd his Lor whip co move the houle to appoint a Committee to 
Ex.mine theſe Cor Faupt ws, here whom I would prove divers Notorious matters, 


+ #%. 


_—_ 


© W— 


t].at were neter before the Commultioners 6t An ouutt, and ecive.s {1.0 GH A LE 
4 y 4 y 4 , Fe . ” 4 - 

t;tion to that purpoſe, which will be hereafter incertet. But tus Lon kiiup Od tor ton 

tit ro move the houute thereupon, telling me, 1 had better wart lomr tirie JOnger, WA2, 


I accordingly did. -- But finding that diverle Craity and Scanaaluus Reports were tpreac 


abroad, Namely, That my deſign in bringing theſe Comp].ims was not lo muck tor 
the publick good, as 11 was to caule heats and feuds in Parl;amen to under the Kings 
Aﬀairs, for that if thetic matters were laid before the King, his Majelty would etteetual- 
lv redreſs tlie fame; but to acquit my felt of fuch a Callumny I drew up a Petition 
to his Majeſty, which [ preſented at Kezftngtor, on v:n4iy the rheot Tib, Inſt. A Copy 
of which Petition 1s a» tollow cth. 


[ o the Kings moiſt Excell-ne Majeſty: 


Te ED on. . GE fee 
( lie humble Petition of Robert Crusfeis.: 
Shewet h, 


"FHat your Peiutroner hath afew days ſince preſented his humble Petition to tie Howie of frev: 
(where #} 15 OW aepenaing ) ſetting forth the axea* Corruplions axid Euu Pratices Of Fas 
Admnralty, Navy,ana Suck and Wounded Offices, a * ( opy of which t» hereunto a1nS'd es 
That the ſaiaCorruptions having been practic'd and [tronsl y ſxpported, the gre atelt bart of --* LNG $ 
your Majeſttes Reign, Tour Petitioner hambly Concerves, that *tts from theme: ha, proceeded all ties in 
the Ruines and Diſtreſſes that have fallen upon the publick, which if act redrij yd ave likely $09 of 
Increaſe to ſuch 4 degree, as to prove of fatal Conſequence. EE 
That asti'e proceeaings, an preatly tend to Allienate the hearts of your Majeitics good Sab- 
necks, nho have wentur'd their Lives and Fortunes for jour Majeſties ſervice, ſo on the Con 
trary, the Reareſs of theſe Grievances and bringing the Offenders to Juſtice, will preatly araw 
the affettion of your faithful people, to your Majeſties Government - and your Petttioner, 112 4/1 
humility Concerves that the general love of thoſe Millions of your Mayeſties good” 
Subjefts that have and do jo freely Contribute their E ſtates for your Majeſties Serz ce, 1s much 
ore to be valu'd than the Love of thoſe few that ſerve your Majeſly chiefly for the Lucre of 
great Eft ates, ſome of whom "its to he fear”d, will be too ready when oppert unity ſerves, to draw 
their Swords in behalf of your Majeſties Enemies, the truth of which appears by thetr wilfal 


fatal! Management, 11 almoit every Branch of your Majeſties Service this War. 


That your Petitioner hrang defiroas (if poſſuble) to prevent theſe matters being Fxanun'd in 
open Parliament, leaſt feuds ant heats ſhould a riſe, which may be of ill Conſequence 39 your 
Majeſiys Afar s,and betng humbly of 031m0n that your Majeſty may redreſs theſe Grievances by a 
Commyrtiee of ſuch Noble Perſons, who well anaerſt aa the nature of the Crimes, and are of 
known Integrity,ana Zealous for your Majeſlys true Intereſt and happy Government, the Names 
of whom jour Petittoner has hambly preſian”'d to inſert, 


* Dake of Shrew Sbury. 1our Petitioner therefor? moſt [amb!; EY a5 " YOUY o.7. 
Lord privy Seal. crea Majeſty, to appoint the ſaid Com itree io * 
Marques of Normauby. nam'd (with ſuch other perjoas as your Niticf, 17 
tarl of Rocheſter. | Wiſdom ſhall think fit to add thereto) to Hear 
Ear! of Bridgwater. and Examin the Articles and Allegations 17 the 
Earl of Stamtord. | annex'd petition, axd with all Convenient [pred to 
Earl of Malboruugh make a Report to your Majeſty, mithout the ac- 
Earl of Monmouth euſtomd formality and Delays, That the Ofender; 
Earl of T orrungron may be purniſh'd, the Grievantes Reare;$d, and 4 


2 —— w—_ —— _ 


Lord Cornwallis. | the mmas of Tour Majeſties good Swbjrcts quiet - 
Megqueſs of Carniartiiet. 
Lord Cornbury. 

Sir Richard Onilow. 

F'r Samuel Bernadiftion 


ted, 1nd thur Hearts Reaunited to yoar Majefty in 
all Love and Duty And Jo«r Petttioner (hall 


*Ver pra) 
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Robert Crosfeild. 
T he 
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Lcicer and Petition to him, and told fm held nothin 16 9 0 ” ove the Houſed; 111 1t, 
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hus all theſe foul ©: MCs, tar have been lay 1g Open theie two Seflions of: Parka- 
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363, Liar am 1LotG keep: Acted with muvi Hoaout, and did hi :S Dury tor the i 
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Ones Sir George Ceeby, 11 retuling to Read or Report my Letter, or Petition to the 

' Houte1as uot only deny*d Juttice, and put a ſtop to this neceſſary Diſcovery, and Con- 
ir1buted to protect thoſe Criminals that ought to be brought to Juſtice - Burt has alſo 
given a prelident to Encourage Evil Prictices, and Deſtroy the Liberty of the ſubje& by 
taking awayrtlic Petition Right. Fort Officers and Mimtters of Truſt Act Cor ruptly, 
oy Opprets.the People, and there be no way to appeal irom their Jultze bur to Parha- 
At, then ſuch Appeal or Complunt mult bis by Petition ; But if the known Liberty 

id Right of Pettionng be deitroy'd, our Laws are Incffectual and all great 
\i{eun become Lawlels, none being able to bring them ro anſwer their (C runes - 
An 1 our Laws are not put in Execution, they are-u1 effect Ditcontuiu'd and Aboliſhd. 

\nd it Laws be the Foundation ſupport and uphoider of Government, Then 
Ts Government wants will or ſtrength to allert ns own Laws, and bring otfen- 
1c7 to Juſtice, mult nced> bem a very weak and Towns, Conttion and near a period, 
and Lys vuZht to be matter ot great lorrow, to all thinking Mei that with the proſpert- 
ry of their Country, tor however, {lightly it may br thought of *r1s ceitainly a moſt 
tore and dangerous Diſeaſe, and Requires a {pecdy and (trog9 \ ptirge, or *tw1ill be paſt 
Cure. 

And 1iierciore 1n thort, it there be any Law in / wland, tf puniſh thoſe hanious 
Crimes that 1 have offer* 4 to prove, I do and ſhall infilt On, 3nd Detnand it 2s my Pirth 
Right, ro be Speedily and Legally heard upon my Veriton, and Articles now Jving in 
the Houſe of Peers : Not doubring but by their Lord{hips Witdom, Prudence. and Mo- 


deration, matters may fovon be Regulated ro the Happincts 'of the King and ' 
Kingdom. | 
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